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An Approach to the Civil War in Nigeria: Biafra War between History and Memory
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Abstract

By the Biafran War, one means the civil war that lasted for two and a half years (1967—1970) between the Nigerian government and the
secessionist Biafran movement in eastern Nigeria, a region whose population is predominantly from the Igbo ethnic group. Despite the
brevity of this period, it has been deeply engraved in the memory of the state and of the Biafrans themselves. There is no clearer evidence
of this than the abundance of material produced to document and preserve it, including academic writings, oral narratives, literary texts,
films, political speeches, and historical documents. Its memory remains present even nearly six decades after the war, and debates
surrounding it continue to be intense, as this memory periodically reappears on the stage of the state. The task of this study is to excavate
the issues surrounding this memory and the moments of its reactivation across its diverse formations and the fluctuations of its
discourses, laden with ideological undercurrents and ambitious meanings that exert a powerful influence on both the distortion of
history and the clinging to it. Accordingly, this study undertakes an examination of the war through a comparative approach between

memory and history, in line with what Pierre Nora expresses in his assertion that “the need for memory is a need for history.”
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114



mailto:agbajeahmadabubakar@gmail.com

2026 eLiis | 1 2lanll 1222l Olnnaill dplell olwljall gople dlao Uaple ddln }“7"
Issue. 1| Volume. 1| Winter 2026 Abiroun Journal for Interdisciplinary Studies Abiroun circle &

oo 65 o> Slelemlly csaddl layaniad Aladl> 5,513 Law Jaos cgyxlly 2ilEslly Slusdl o)
Lisa> Al aglall coatal @F (ag oo ladd) Laau oo Laludiy dua Gadzes Lo cialyl of dadia Laylasi
23,8 5,513 3929 ade e S5 gilly Laend) 3,100 3 (tleddla QLS oo pa- cpydall oyall Caiatio die
Oolie ralyatual gies lasdl (Sl 2k Bole] e velud (@1 5,81 bl M ausls> ass 5,515 Gou
aslall Sl 3 byl o gl 1 25 3] souall lia @ oLl iy of b sy 8,513 G O3l
iy sudl sl LSS ) o ctad! Jad o giasdl dag (e 2ol cluolyaldl 39 Aole Lz § 2oludyl
13 Lol Az ddgal! dnal Aabog g o 15| Wglmas Al ool liso¥) uzesad (de 1960 L JHazuY|
J) ol G dnsdlin sauay Liad 1,515 B3le § Ggada e Gga9da (> 029wl e Ailudiwall 4 S Al
e ling 2olatdly Ll Jolyad (UL il Elionnd day A ) A ¥ Alls i3

I Ca a8 fylilly 5,811 G 1970-1967 21,8l o> ajlie ) s Lialys tad cilarusy doalusS
Ll galog Ledlaal caselis 2z glganty] alillas (51500 LI Matuely coymell oda ygums 38,8101 595 Ralisell o el
0555 138 cyadl i o ASYI syl (e ol @3 (a9 «Agdly 1Ll 5,813 o el pe Ladus Vg
Jarad ) sty culo¥ (el 9 aaldl SLLSII Ldies a1 8,510 o 1,8l oy Aylie (2 Aoyl 21
e 53 e Gled ol 4] pda Lo 1 Jads "Uslall 3,101 dule 3llay Lo o Bl e ) LS ale
oy Alayly JS ddi e pads @) gl e sty s ¥) dags ¥ 30S dueler @S5 Gy oly" 4
"lalel Lol Bayma dxgd § (2 Ak o slely Liuay Lige of Liany Ae gamay
oy Y1 lBlnws" L g9 yad ) Aajl .1
b cadus) @ SlBlad) Ayl mussd o Ay el s dalisell cls el Alaa 3 g9,ad) L
"o L8 lda deg Awludl sda 3 LS Lyblad 4as,b ol bl paid daebo of L ciage @1 lusdl

4oLl ells ¢ (g laniaddll @Sl s A gzl Audladid] (xticazell s ol day 1914 § cicasls Gillas s £9,40S
2\_35.@.‘ Sladse e Sl GE13] (g8 Vo 8,8l g daliseag Bugde W lETg culady Ligads (“‘45@‘-” LSl ga- guell

45 40¢(2016 ¢« J 991 dnddall (ybolgall oy 1 Gund) S5y e 1dazy cdanazd] 8ySIUN ¢l uyge 1
Uitwo V> sl ] 985 ((hd G5 Bllate OIS (29 s B Qgioms Abaiil S5>rg "bpaes” Wgll oy (gl A (xiin) g 8 Caals iy (2 2

Chukwuemeka Ojukwu. 4S,=Jl 51) 089 " gu" Asi)

(B S ulall 18,8U1) 1 ey (i) s oulondl e days ¢ J5Y1 AS oliandl (§ dled] Drsglly (5,5l BUSI 1doylasedl 8,511 e yans] 3
.75 (2003

115



2026 eLiis | 1 2lanll 1222l Olnnaill dplell olwljall gople dlao Uaple ddln }“7"
Issue. 1| Volume. 1| Winter 2026 Abiroun Journal for Interdisciplinary Studies Abiroun circle &

Matthew ¢ Toyin Falola 4} ;LaT Le sa9 « ool 0yl cilisydee die Jelad! coaddl Jad o Zppmad) b o)

Y& (n> (The National Question) @b ol J1gudls (Lz=ss f,l5) LS (§ Heaton

Lo s cnzedl U3 die Lge cile (@ly conlyumad! § Lzms Le cope 301 SSLAL paesd) gulall el )"
a3 daby s el O wld Sy a8 SOganmadl o (0 Sz (2 L gbsdl Jlgdl’o Bl aile 3l
1914 ale § dollayl Bylearedd) 8yl5¥1 Jid oo Lzms psoly Y1 Ad9,all A8l izl Aabaill ¢Lid) @3 S S5an
¢ "Onmedl" s @Jall (189 a0 L Sgus S 1o Gelidl O el iy Lanasl Abia¥l Coaddl L (e Gl
e gl S 31U § el cpaiaol Gaddl colidl laal ;SO gy il 1da (Ss @ cadlsll § (ST
Mol giadl o BTy ol Bagz g ol Q1 Al Clacizl

Leoyd cuily (1 Al b D Wlms 1960 L JMaL | dny goliad | @Bt el Lo yleyng
sl 231 IS8 (@ Bocatll LS Y 3 Bl gl oS clidig sle¥ 8yLis) Sl 8L oy (2 Bulal oy
#s9.1963 Liww Juzmll pill (Census) @b gdl slasill diay &l AST sy 231 Sdiisly <1962 2oyl Aalaill §
@ oldd) o, Sall Llaall (any 0318 gz Sue Masl JoT @ 35¥ dg 3 439)3 gwlead | Laiadl aue
it delal Gy (§ 8 uolme I oS Lot Aaleddl e oMl Slee s oo ol Tug @9 (1966 sl
878 Sy cndlimandl Clagiul mig 2oLl (§ cacdy Wglly Lllmas¥l oly3Ly o (1970-1967) |l 0
) Al Bzl 3 gLl als L K4S el

SEMally qulead! Hshaall Calaws] 3 3 Led oS oniejl 3 (learaddl Sl of Lasdls Liag
uiels sty Jhaed @S coms cile gazll zosg udye e ! uds 2as,b <Laa¥sl Aguld dpelaza]
7 oo sleazadl day 8L il Lo Byleareddl 81591 Lalla &) 48 yall sgaxdl of (o :aalilly . JMazad day
Jleddl 3 G¥ga-Lugdl :olais] Olielon of 2uls] Aelox Lao S (e crongt «Astty Blolie &b J) Aol o3
Lralys sasay o= @ ol ol (uasin @I Anall (B9 By csiz G sy copd stz @ Lysedly
e1320 oo Badail) aseg¥l oall dalaia ¢ llazdl @3 1963 39 BaiS (51 sl dad cilelazll sda ) 23LaY L9
Com Lal oo pludil Gpall sluai¥l e o lasg aul @by @3 alas¥l Ayg ezl muatd 2 sl dakill
Caaly @las e Jledd! e oMLl o (> @ <l LI G gzl O

1 Toyin Falola and Matthew Heaton, A History of Nigeria (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), p. 158.
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