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Abstract

This paper examines the body as one of the central keys to understanding the formation of power and
memory throughout history, departing from approaches that reduce it to a purely biological or functional
entity. It argues that the body retains forms of historical and social experience that cannot be fully
captured through texts or official records, but are instead embodied in everyday practices, regimes of
discipline, violence, and normalization. The paper adopts a philosophical-historical approach to trace
transformations in the understanding of the body across different epistemic and cultural contexts, with
particular attention to its relationship to social control, memory, violence, and the possibilities of
resistance. It explores how the body becomes a site where mechanisms of power intersect with lived
experience, and how social and symbolic relations are continuously reconfigured through it. Rather than
treating the body solely as a passive site of domination, the paper highlights it as a space in which
complex responses emerge, ranging from compliance and negotiation to re-signification. In doing so, it
proposes reading the body as an epistemic mediator through which history, power, and subjectivity can
be rethought beyond linear narratives or reductionist interpretations.
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