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Abstract:

Europe did not free itself from the conflict between religion and the state, which had intensified over centuries, until the Renaissance.
However, a close examination of the historical process and the events that accompanied it reveals that the roots of this conflict date back
to Europe’s adoption of Christianity and its abandonment of paganism. From that moment onward, Europe entered into a continuous
struggle between churchmen and political authorities. This study seeks to trace the major historical stages of this conflict in order to
understand the outcomes and contexts of the relationship between religion and the state, as well as to identify the earliest beginnings
of separation between them, which unfolded according to political circumstances and the balance of power held by either side. The

study relies on the historical and descriptive method.
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