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Abstract

This study examines the Battle of Ayn Jalut (658 AH/1260 CE) as a problematic historical event that transcended its military dimension
to become a central element in the construction of Islamic historical memory and Mamluk political legitimacy. Drawing on the concept
of historical memory, the article analyzes how Mamluk historical and religious narratives reinterpreted the battle to address the
legitimacy crisis faced by the Mamluks in the early years of their rule, given their social origins and rise to power. The study highlights
the role of historians and religious scholars in sacralizing the victory by linking it to jihad and divine support, portraying the Mamluks as
protectors of Islam against the Mongol threat, particularly after the fall of Baghdad in 1258. It also discusses divergences between
traditional narratives and modern historiography, concluding that the significance of Ayn Jalut lies primarily in its symbolic and

mnemonic function rather than in its immediate military outcomes.
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