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Abstract

The significance of memoirs varies, and their value depends on several factors. They cannot be relied upon as a
primary source for writing history unless they are thoroughly analyzed and critically examined. This requires a
comprehensive understanding of the author’s personality, position, the role they played in the events they narrate,
and the extent of their neutrality when recounting specific topics. This paper explores the problemartic relationship
between memory and history through the memoirs of the leader ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shahbandar during the period
of the Great Syrian Revolt (1925—1927), focusing on how he documented his memories in comparison with the
historical sources that recorded the revolt. The aim of this paper is to highlight certain instances of selectivity,
omission, and distortion in al-Shahbandar’s memoirs regarding the events of the Great Syrian Revolt (1925-1927),
and to uncover the suspicions surrounding his role in the revolt that he did not mention, by examining specific case

studies.
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